Religious Studies   Short Course G.C.S.E.

· Your examination course covers 5 areas of study over the two years

· In your Mock examination which lasts for 1 hour you will be asked to cover three areas of study,  each worth twenty marks.

· These areas are :-   Believing in God

                  

       Marriage and the Family

        Social Harmony

Revision Notes for Social Harmony

What does the unit cover?

· The growth of equal rights for women in the United Kingdom. 

· Different Christian attitudes to the roles of men and women, including the reasons for them. 

· The attitudes of ONE religion, other than  Christianity, to the roles of men and women, including the reasons for them (equality and sexism).

· The nature of the United Kingdom as a multi-ethnic society, including prejudice, discrimination and racism. The teachings of Christianity, and ONE religion other than  Christianity, which help to promote racial harmony. 

· The quality, variety and richness of life in the United Kingdom as a multi-faith society, including considerations of religious freedom and religious pluralism.  

· The attitudes of Christianity (exclusivism, inclusivism, pluralism) and ONE other religion towards other religions, including the reasons for them.

You need have an understanding and knowledge of Christianity & one other religion
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Social Harmony Key Words & Definitions

· Find the definitions of these words

SOCIAL HARMONY


Key Words
Prejudice       

 Discrimination   

Stereotyping  


Racism     



Ageism    



Sexism   



Apartheid  


Xenophobia  


Segregation            

 Multi Racial              

Harmony



Ethnic                      

Holocaust



Ethnic Cleansing     

SOCIAL HARMONY DEFINITIONS

Discrimination against people because of their gender. 

Removal of a race of people from an area.

Separation of people by their colour

Many different races living together in a society.

Getting on together in peace

Judging without knowing a person

Many people are killed  in a “war”

Discrimination against people because of their age

Fear or hatred of foreigners

Separation of people based on colour, race or religion

Acting unfairly towards someone. 

Assuming a general image of groups of people

Discrimination against people because of their race or skin colour. 

Race or cultural grouping

Religion & Racial Harmony -   races living together happily



The Race Relations Act 1976 

· it is unlawful to discriminate against anyone because of their race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins in the area of jobs, training, housing, education and the provision of services; 

· it is unlawful to use threatening or abusive or insulting words in public which could incite racial hatred; 

· it is illegal to publish anything likely to cause racial hatred.


The Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000     This Act came into force in April 2001.

· It provides new laws for race equality 

· It strengthens The Race Relations Act 1976 

· It also complements the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 which made racist violence and harassment specific offences. 


The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry stressed that 

"if racism is to be eliminated from our society there must be a co-ordinated effort to prevent its growth. This needs to go well beyond the police services... it is incumbent upon every institution to examine their policies and practices to guard against disadvantaging any section of our communities."

The Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 is the first significant amendment to The Race Relations Act 1976 in almost 25 years. 

· It meets a recommendation made in the Inquiry Report that the full force of race relations legislation should apply to the police; 

· It goes further, strengthening the 1976 Act by outlawing race discrimination in all public functions; and

· It places a positive duty on public authorities actively to promote race equality - that is - to avoid race discrimination before it occurs. 

RACISM 

The Holocaust is an example of racism at its worst.

The first National Holocaust Day was held in Britain on January 27th 2001 and no other event in recent history has had such a dramatic impact on people in raising awareness of the power and devastation racist attitudes can have.

Hitler's 'Final Solution' saw the death of six million people who were considered 'inferior' to the German Ayan 'pure race'.. A significant number of this six million were Jews who's only 'crime' was to be born Jewish. However, although many lessons can be learnt from these recent events, similar things have occurred at other times in history. For example, in the past European colonialists forcibly took men women and children from their homes in the 'New World', packed them onto ships unfit for travel and took them to countries where they would work as slaves. Unfortunately Britain's shameful involvement in the slave trade was significant, and should not be forgotten.

However, although the British Empire was often racist it did open up the possibility for people in many countries to come to Britain and set up new lives for themselves. Slaves who set foot on British soil immediately became free and in the 1950's and 60's many Indian and African people came here to begin new lives at the request of the government as a result of labour shortages.

Britain has always believed in human freedom and has at time offered asylum (protection) to those being persecuted (E.g. Jews in the Second World War). In fact, immigration is nothing new in this country. Romans, Vikings and Normans have all settled here as well as people from other ethnic groups. From this we can see that if we want to discriminate against people for not being 'British' then we will have to discriminate against everyone in the country for we are all of mixed race. So-called British white racism actually stands on multi-ethnic and multi-cultural foundations.

Since the 1950's and 60's Britain's ethnic communities have grown and have contributed both culturally and spiritually to the country. It is even accepted that our most popular food now is no longer the Sunday roast but curry (E.g. Chicken Tikka Masala). 

In 1991 around 5% of Britain's population belonged to ethnic minorities but that number has clearly increased. As people settle so children born here are considered British by birth. As a result of this the belief that to be British is to be white is clearly challenged. White, Black Caribbean, Black African, Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Chinese etc. all go to make up what we call Britain today and make 'our culture' richer for it (E.g. The Notting Hill Carnival). Ethnic groups living in Britain are as entitled to call it 'our country' as anyone else.  

Although Britain has been quick to welcome immigrants into the country we have often been slow to respond adequately to the implications of people coming into contact with new cultures and even religions. For example, the Christian Pentecostal Church grew in Britain as a result of Black people not being made welcome in the 'established' churches (E.g. The Church of England. Other issues have resulted in the development of 'The Race Relations Act' and the setting up of the 'Commission for Racial Equality'. These are there to make sure ethnic peoples are not suffering prejudice, racism and discrimination in Britain.

The Commission for Racial Equality (CRE)

The CRE was set up by the government in 1976 to enforce the Race Relations Act. It has three duties:

1. To fight against racial discrimination.

2. To make people understand the importance of giving everyone an equal chance, whatever their race, colour, ethnic origin or nationality.

3. To keep a check on how the law is working, and tell the Government how it could be improved.

The Role of Women

Over a hundred and fifty years ago, women did not have as many rights as men in Britain. 

During the twentieth century, women have gained equal rights with men. They are now able to possess property in their own right, vote, have equal pay for equal work and have the same opportunities for jobs and careers and provision of services. 

In 1994, almost as many women as men were in paid jobs. This also means that men and women are more likely to share responsibilities for running the home and raising children
Texts from the Bible which may show a Christian point of view:-  

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”              



  Genesis 1.27

“The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. “



Genesis 2.18, 21-22

“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,  his body, of which he is the Saviour.  Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”          






 Ephesians 5.22-24,33

“A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.”               

1 Timothy 2.11-14

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 








Galatians 3.28

“As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" 

"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."  

Luke 10.38-42

1. In Christianity women have often been denied the more prominent spiritual roles in the Church (E.g. Vicar, Priest, Bishop, Pope etc.), and have been largely assigned 'jobs' which are often perceived to be an extension of their homelife (E.g. Putting out flowers, cleaning, teaching children in Sunday School). Critics of this scheme of things claim the Church is patriarchal (serves male needs only), and as such needs to revise its structures. 

2. Others claim that the Church should not bow to the 'whims' of society and needs to remain firm to the clear teaching of Scripture which, according to them, denies women equality with men in these matters. They would argue that although the Bible acknowledges a women has spiritual equality with men, they are in fact assigned different roles in the Christian community (equal but different - complementary roles). 

3. A third group could be said to represent the middle ground between these two 'extremes'. These are people who claim that although the Bible looks like it denies women equality in Church matters, when certain key texts are understood in their social and cultural contexts, it can be said that in the Church both men and women are equal in all matters before God. 
The role of women in the Church today

In the USA Barbara Harris became the first woman Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 1989. 

In November 1992 the Church of England Synod (general council) voted that women could be ordained as priests. 

Although the Anglican Church now accepts that women can be ordained to the ministry not all its members agree this to be the best decision and deep divisions remain. 

In the Roman Catholic Church women are still not allowed to be priests as the Church believes only men should represent the congregation before God

    -  Jesus was a man and there were twelve male Apostles (first leaders of the Christian 

       Church). In fact, priests are not even allowed to be married thus providing a further 

        means to keep women separate from Church matters.

In other Protestant traditions women are allowed to exercise spiritual leadership such as The Salvation Army, Methodists, whilst others still believe to do so is unbiblical such as The Brethren, some Evangelical Christians). 

Where women are denied spiritual leadership in the Church they are often allowed to share testimonies, lead the singing, teach in the Sunday School and read the Bible (except in Catholicism where neither men nor women are allowed to read the gospels and The Brethren where women are not usually allowed to speak at all during the service). 

Where women are allowed some input into the spiritual life of the Church (E.g. Reading the Bible etc), those who oppose women's ordination will not allow them to preach or take any position of spiritual leadership (E.g. Elder, Pastor). This is because to do so will require them to make decisions concerning spiritual matters (or teach the congregation regarding spiritual matters), and to do this will put such women in a position of spiritual authority over men which, according to them, the Bible denies them. Where women have been appointed to positions of leadership in the Church this has been largely due to a recognition of spiritual gifts and this seems to be the important factor in raising the status of women in the Church today .

The roles of Men and Women in Islam

The Holy Book of Islam is the Qur’an, which is written in Arabic and to understand it you need to learn Arabic. The Qur’an is believed to be the actual word of Allah and guides a Muslim through life.  There are 114 chapters called Sura’s in the Qur’an.

The Prophet of Islam also had recorded His own explanations and sayings which show how to interpret the Qur’an these are called the Hadith and are used to support various actions and beliefs.

“The search for knowledge is a duty for every Muslim – male and female”                  -  Hadith

“Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, to them we give a new life.”            Sura 16.97

“Men are the ones who support women since God has given some persons advantages over others.”  Sura 4.34

The Prophet said:- “Paradise lies at the feet of your mother”

Traditional Role:-

 Men & Women have different roles, Men are the provider who should take boys to the Mosque while women bring up children in a good Muslim home and teach girls how to pray.

This is because God gives men the stronger physique but women have the physique to bear children.

Modern Role:-    There is equality, women can have careers and also worship in the mosque because Allah created all people equal and women worshipped in the mosque at the time of the Prophet.


Clothing

Women are required to dress modestly and to cover all their body. The hair is covered by a scarf. The garments should be loose fitting so as not to show the persons shape – this is called Hijab.  By concealing your body you are not being seen as a sex object. Hijab is a symbol of purity, women keeping themselves for their husbands.

The reasons you can see different types of Hijab is due to cultural reasons and not religious. In Iran, women wear black veils over their face, called chadar and they can be arrested if they fail to do so.  Many women wear Hijab willingly as it is pleasing to Allah and a symbol of your beliefs.

Women in Islam have not been repressed and treated as inferior beings – women have been leaders of state and they can fight in wars.  The Qur’an teaches that they are equal and will be judged in the same way. The important role for women is seen within the home and they can have a career if they can manage the home as well. A Muslim believes that you should use your gifts and skills in society. The wife of the Prophet – Khadijah , was a successful business woman. Women are to be treated well and seen by men as their partners  and helpers.

Christianity and Other Religions

There are three main views held by Christians in the Church when it comes to discussing the relationship between Christianity and Other Religions. These are Exclusivism, Inclusivism and Pluralism.

Exclusivism

The traditional response of the Church to other religions. In short, it is biblically based. The Bible, considered to be the Word of God, seems to clearly teach that the relationship between Christianity and other religions is to be one of separation, mission and conversion.

Jesus’ final word’s to the disciples underline this: ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you’ (Matthew 28:19-20 NIV).

Christian Exclusivism is mainly based in the idea of the Incarnation, the idea that Jesus was God in human form. The truthfulness of the Bible is reinforced here as whatever Jesus (or God) taught to be the way of salvation must be the ONLY way of salvation. Other religions seem to be dismissed when we read Jesus saying, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’ (John 14:6).

Exclusivists believe that for people to be saved they must hear about, and respond to, the Christian message.

Some problems: 

1. If it is only by hearing about Jesus that a person is saved then what do we make of Abraham who lived two thousand years before Jesus did yet the Bible teaches is in heaven (Luke 16:19-31)? 

2. What about the moral lives of people in other religions? One cannot simply say that Christians are more devoted to God, more ethical, more morally acceptable than Jews, Hindu’s or Muslims. Even Buddhists, who do not believe in any God, are greatly respected today because of their moral living (E.g. The Dalai Lama. Finally, the Christian teaching that the Bible alone is the Word of God is a problem as other religions also have their Sacred texts which they are believe are received from their God (or gods). How do we decide which one is true (if any)?

Inclusivism

Inclusivism is a response to a dilemma introduced above. If, as Exclusivists teach, salvation is only attained through hearing about Jesus then what is the eternal fate of Old Testament figures such as Abraham who are clearly saved yet did not know of Jesus? 

To deal with this Inclusivists see a wideness in God’s mercy based on God’s love (‘He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance’ 2 Peter 3:9 NIV).

It teaches that the grace of God (which is required for salvation), is already present within us as a ‘Divine gift’. When people hear about Jesus, and accept salvation, they are simply confirming something already true in them (but did not realise they knew). This is why there are many religions in the world. People know there is a God and are seeking their creator. Inclusivists believe that even if people do not hear about Jesus they will still be saved because they are seeking after the truth.

Some problems: 

The Inclusivist’s main error is that of being patronising to those in other religions. 

Despite what people in other religions may believe, Christian Inclusivists believe they are worshipping the Christian God, were created by the Christian God and will be saved by the Christian God. Thus devout Hindus, Jews and Muslims etc. are really all ‘secret’ Christians. 

The problem here is how a Christian Inclusivist justifies this belief. It is perfectly possible for a non-Christian to offer the counter-claim that Christians themselves are in fact ‘secret’ Hindus, or Jews or Muslims! A further issue is that of Christian missions. If people are already saved then why bother to tell them about Jesus? Furthermore, if they hear about Jesus, but then do not believe the Christian message to be true, will they still be saved?

Pluralism

Religious Pluralists are often mistaken as saying that all religions are the same or that all religions lead to the same place. This is an error. Religious pluralists accept that all religions are different and promote different views of life and the universe yet they do believe that all religions are equally able to move people from a state of self-centredness to Reality-centredness (this being either God, Allah, Brahman etc.). 

Britain as a Multi-ethnic Society / Multi- faith Society

Since World War 2, a shortage of workers led to the government of the 1950s inviting people from Commonwealth countries, people from different cultural backgrounds, to come to this country - Afro-Caribbeans, Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, Chinese from Hong Kong and so on. The 1991 Census revealed that only 4.8% of the British population came from ethnic minorities, and half of these were born and brought up in Britain. 

Britain as a multi-faith society

All religions have equal rights (although Christianity - and in particular, the Church of England - is the State religion). 

A multi faith society has many benefits: 

· it increases tolerance and understanding; 

· it gives people an insight into other people's beliefs; 

· it helps people to think seriously about their own beliefs.

On the other hand there are problems in a multi-faith society. 

· The nature of faith is such that each may believe that his/her own beliefs are the only truth or superior to others (otherwise, presumably, they would not believe). 

· Some are so convinced of this that they openly try to convert believers in one religion to their own faith. 

 
A Christian attitude to other people

 – how might the story of the Good Samaritan help?

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"    "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"    He answered: " `Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 
"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."  But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbour?" 

In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 

A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. `Look after him,' he said, `and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 

Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 

To help you understand this story Jesus told:-

Samaritans  - at the time of Jesus were a mixed race of people whom the Jews hated because they had married foreigners.

Expert in the law – a Jewish man, who would have hated the Samaritans – notice how he can not say Samaritan in the last but one line.

Levite – a lower order of Jewish priest who worked in the temple in Jerusalem

The message of this story:

What do you think Jesus is actually saying in this story?

How should a Christian behave towards people of different culture and backgrounds according tot his story?

Examination Questions & Techniques

So what does an examination question look like?

· You will have a choice of two questions on this area of study, there is only pne printed here

GCSE   Question on Social Harmony


(a) 
What does the word discrimination mean? 


(2)


(b)
 Describe the advantages of living in a multi-faith society. 
(6)


(c) 
Explain why there are different attitudes to the roles of men and women among Christians. 






(8)


(d)
 “It is wrong to try to convert other people to your religion.”


Do you agree?    Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have 

            considered another point of view. In your answer you should refer to at 

            least    one religion.





 (4)

(Total 20 marks)

How do I answer such questions?

a)    Just needs a carefully written definition of the word discrimination, you could give an 

       example of discrimination as this would really show your understanding and allow to 

       obtain the full marks.

b)    Here you need to explain what is meant by a multi-faith society and then give at least 

       three  reasons why it is good to live in one. You could pull out why it is better than living  

       in a  society which is made up from people of the same religion and culture.

c)    Here you need to have a fair knowledge of what Christianity thinks to be the roles of men 

       and women with evidence to support this. If you can include any quotes that would be 

       brilliant.  Note the question asks you to explain, so look at the situation from two points 

       of  view – there is a difference, there is not a difference

d)    Here you must look at the quote from two points of view. 

        Start from one side .. so agree   with the quote and explain why – using evidence and 

       then move the answer on to another   point of view

· use key phrases like… on the other hand  ….some people would say.. 

Make  sure you mention at least one religion in this answer o else you will not get the full marks.                                                                  

Time Management


How do I use my time in the mock examination Rom?

There is no reading time.

1. Read the whole question through carefully  - 2 minutes

2. Answer a & b  …    -   6 minutes

3. Answer c   ….         -  6 minutes

4. Answer d ….         – 4 minutes

5. Read  through your answer – explain any key words, use quotes where you can remember you have to show your understanding to the examiner  -  2 minutes

The New Testament is opposed to Racism:        


The Good Samaritan shows that races who hate each other should love and cares for one another.


St Paul says everyone is equal in Christ and that all races are descended from Adam


St Peter had a vision form God saying that God had no favourites among the races of the world


All Christian churches have statements condemning racism.


Christian ministers are of all races and colours








The Qur’an teaches any form of Racism is wrong


The Qur’an teaches that people should be respected regardless of their race because Allah created all people


The Prophet of Islam said that no race / colour is superior & all Muslims are brothers.


Muhammad p.b.u.h chose a black African as his first prayer caller


All Muslims come together for Hajj in Mecca, no matter their race or colour.
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