
SACRE Meeting 
Wednesday, 7 November, 2012 

at County Hall 
 
Present Representing 
David Maddison Church of England 
Liz Youngman Church of England 
John Heard Church of England 
Tania Goldsmith  
Gail Brockway Secondary Teacher 
Mike Follen NAHT 
Cllr Rev Tom Irvine Nottinghamshire County Council 
Arthur Summerfield British Humanist Association 
Michael Groves Roman Catholic 
Krys Pietryka Roman Catholic 
Graham Jennings United Reformed Church 
Mike Arnold  
Naomi Posner Jewish 
Gemma Pettifor Assemblies of God 
Godfrey Nix Bahai 
Ken Johnson Secretary to SACRE 
Suzanne Paradine LA Adviser 
Alison Fawley NCC Minutes 
  
  
  
 

1. Welcome & election of vice chair  
 
Mike Follen elected vice chair from Group C and in the absence of 
Councillor Clarke took the chair for the meeting. 
 

2. Student Forum 
 
It was agreed to discuss this item first to allow a member to leave the 
meeting early. 
 
A Student forum was proposed by Graham Jennings to discuss 
matters relating to RE. It was suggested that the forum met at same 
time and venue as the RE conference.  The planned conference date 
is 4 June 2013.  It was thought that secondary schools could bring 3-4 
students (year 9).  Presenters at the conference could also work with 
students.  The LA would be willing to organise the logistics of this. 
Ken Johnson said that a grant may be available from NASACRE.  
It was suggested that the forum is held separately from main 
conference and in an interesting environment e.g.  Holocaust Centre. 
It was agreed that initially the forum would be held alongside the 
conference to reduce costs but a separate location may be 
considered in the future. 



 
 

3. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Clarke, 
Santokh Singh Nijran, David Cokeham, Sarah Fegredo,  Rev. T 
Nowell, Rachel Halfpenny ,  Rosie Shepston and Anne Lumb 
 

4. Minutes from summer term meeting 
 
The minutes from the meeting held on Wednesday, 13 June 2012 at 
Queen Elizabeth’s School were agreed as a true record of the 
meeting.   
 

5. Matters arising not on the agenda 
There were no outstanding items raised. 
 

6. Network reports 
 
Ken Johnson presented short video clips from a secondary meeting.  
A pdf document of the meeting is attached to the minutes.  
The next meeting of the Secondary Network is on 12 February 2013 
at Minster school. If any SACRE member wishes to attend please 
advise Ken Johnson. 
 
Positive feedback has been received from the Primary network which 
has 25 delegates and has so far held 2 meetings. 
  
 

7. Post 16 study day 
 
SACRE had previously stated that it wished to support this initiative.  
Ideally it would be held at St Johns College in March and would 
consist of 5 x1 hour sessions – 2 ethics, 2 philosophy, 1 techniques 
for essay writing. It may be supported by students from the university.  
It would be for AS & A2 students but groups would be for all students 
not each level. 
The cost would be approximately £25 per student and would need 70 
students to be viable as there is no budget for this.  
The meeting discussed how this would be quality assured to ensure 
that it is relevant to students and value for money. 
  
Proposal to be sent to schools by end of November. Ken Johnson 
thought that there may be interest from out of county schools.   
Suzanne Paradine offered to send details to the post 16 network & a 
general email to RE leaders in secondary schools. 
 



8. SACRE constitution proposed amendments 
 
Document A –  
a) terminating membership (4.6)  
b) statement regarding procedure to adopt when a meeting is not 
quorate (4.7) 
Each item to be considered separately 
a) Terminating membership – 4.6 (A-E) 
Group D – agree amendment 
Cof E - agree amendment 
Unions – agree amendment 
 
A Summerfield said that he was mystified by the suggestion from 
Councillors as he noted that they are the group least likely to attend. 
  
b) Quorate statement (4.7) 
’If the meeting is not quorate, the meeting could continue but 
decisions would have to be ratified at the next SACRE meeting’ 
 
The meeting discussed the statement and noted that it  doesn’t 
change anything that already exists but  merely describes what 
happens at the moment. 
Ken Johnson referred to item 15.2 on proceedings which state that if 
a member leaves early then meeting is no longer quorate.   
 
Decision  
The meeting agreed that the statement remains as it is and be 
entered as 3rd paragraph on 15.2 as written. 
 

9. Self evaluation – document B 
 
Each group were asked to use the document to assess where they 
are with each point.  Ken Johnson will coordinate responses.   
 

10. Annual report – DRAFT 
 
Members were asked to send any comments to Ken Johnson before 
the next meeting when it will be ratified and then published on 
website. 
 
It was suggested that an Agenda item for the next meeting should be 
to ask groups to consider particular aspects (e.g. targets) of the 
Annual report. 
 

11. Agreed syllabus review 
 
The current Agreed Syllabus is due for renewal 
Advice from NASACRE is that we should merely review the Agreed 
Syllabus until the government provides additional information 
regarding the curriculum.  Legally we should start the review in 2013 



and this could be done by starting the survey which we could engage 
RE Today to carry out.  However this could be fundamentally different 
to what we might want once the curriculum is known. 
 
It was noted that Nottingham City may be interested in partnership. 
 
It was suggested that the review takes place in autumn term 2013 and 
that this is carried forward as an agenda item for the autumn term 
meeting. 
 
Ken Johnson will have to advise the LA that an Agreed Syllabus 
Conference should be formed. 
  

12. Development of web pages 
 
Members discussed updating the SACRE pages.  It was suggested 
that it would be beneficial to develop an area for putting shared 
resources. Members were asked to contact Ken Johnson with any 
suggestions.   
 

13. National developments 
 
Ken Johnson highlighted items of particular interest on the paper 
previously circulated by email. 
 
It was noted that there has not yet been any response from Mr Gove 
to John Keast. 
 
Ken also pointed out that Item 5 RE quality mark incurs a charge of 
£475 and that the assessment document is 47 pages long. 
 

14. Group news 
 
Members had the opportunity to bring news items to the table. 
 

15. On behalf of SACRE the Chair thanked Ken Johnson and the support 
team for their work. 
 

16. Next meeting  
 
Wednesday 13 March 2013 at William Booth Memorial Hall, 
Nottingham. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


