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SACRE Meeting 
Wednesday 13th June 2012 

The Queen Elizabeth Academy, Chesterfield Road South, 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG19 7AP 

 
 
 

Present:    Representing: 
Cllr Allen Clarke   Nottinghamshire County Council (Chair) 
Cllr Barrie Cooper   Nottinghamshire County Council 
Cllr Rev Tom Irvine                       Nottinghamshire County Council 
Anne Lumb     Church of England 
David Maddison   Church of England 
John Heard    Church of England  
Gail Brockway   Secondary Teacher  
Stephanie Smart    ATL 
Mrs Lee Probert                             NUT 
Mike Follen                                    NAHT   
Michael Groves   Roman Catholic 
Krys Pietryka                                 Roman Catholic 
Graham Jennings   United Reformed Church 
Santokh Singh Nijran                    Sikh 
Pippa Ling    Quaker 
Godfrey Nix                                   Baha’i  
Rev Ken Johnson   Secretary to SACRE 
Rachel Halfpenny                          AST for RE  
Suzanne Paradine   LA  Curriculum Advisor (minutes) 
 
 

1. Introductions and Apologies 
Cllr Clarke welcomed those present to the meeting and introductions were made.  
Apologies were received from: 
Cllr Lynn Sykes, Cllr Rod Kempster, Liz Youngman, Mike Wilson, Terry Knowles, 
Gemma Pettifor, Naomi Posner, Arthur Summerfield 
 

2. Presentation 
 

Members received an interesting presentation from Stephanie Smart on the 
development of the R.E. Curriculum delivered across Queen Elizabeth Academy 
(circulated with minutes to members). Tariq Duru, a Year 10 pupil at the school 
spoke with confidence and enthusiasm about the RE curriculum he had 
experienced.  Questions followed on from the presentations. 
Cllr Clarke thanked Stephanie and Tariq on behalf of SACRE for the presentation 
and also for the hospitality extended to members that evening by Queen Elizabeth 
Academy. 
 

3. Minutes and matters arising from meeting 7th February 2012 
 

a)   Minutes from meeting 7th February were agreed as a true record. 
 

b)   Membership: Julia Kurcin has resigned as the Buddhist representative. 
Unfortunately the Buddhist community are unable to nominate a new member at 
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the present time but hope to do so in the future. It is proving difficult to find a 
representative from the Afro-Caribbean Churches. 
 

c)   Godfrey Nix gave a short talk on the Baha’i faith and possible ways of 
incorporating the Bahai’s were discussed. 

 

d)   Rachel Halfpenny gave a talk on her work as an AST (Advanced Skills Teacher ) 
for RE across Nottinghamshire schools and clarified that funding would continue 
until April 2013 and that in addition to the secondary RE teacher network ( 
information flyer circulated with the minutes) that was starting in the Autumn term, 
it had also been agreed to develop a primary RE Network following requests out of 
the SACRE RE Conference.  

         The LA contact for deployment of ASTs across both primary and           
         secondary schools is Bryony Hutchinson who can be contacted at  
         bryony.hutchinson@nottscc.gov.uk  . Suzanne Paradine invited members to 

become involved in the development of both Networks. 
 

 
   

4. Feedback from Academy Conference in February  
 

Ken Johnson drew members’ attention to key points in Doc. A and said he had 
begun visiting newly established academies to discuss how they can work in 
partnership with SACRE.  
Following discussion, it was agreed that there was not a need for specific academy 
membership on SACRE . Contact between the LA and academies remains good 
and the School Support Service will support and broker contact between SACRE 
and schools/academies for events and activities. 
 
Clarification on current DFE guidance on RE for maintained schools and academies 
can be found via this link: 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/freeschools/freesch
oolsfaqs/a0075656/free-schools-faqs-curriculum 
Graham Jennings fedback to the group how useful and valuable the SACRE 
development conference on 21st February 2012 had been. 
 
 

5. SACRE Constitution 
 

Ken drew members’ attention to Doc.B. which some members had asked about 
whether it needs additional clarification within it. 
The issue of non attendance of members was discussed and concerns were raised 
that members may not be receiving emails regarding meetings and other activities. 

 

Action: Suzanne Paradine to arrange with Alison Fawley ( LA administration team 
leader) for all email communication to SACRE members to be sent return receipt 
and confirmation returns to be monitored. If a member did not respond they would 
be contacted via either telephone or post. 
The meeting broke at 8.25pm for 5 minutes for SACRE groups  to consider the 
existing SACRE constitution and the request from the Bha’i faith to be represented 
on SACRE . 

 

The meeting reconvened at 8.30pm 
 

The Teachers’ group proposed that Godfrey Nix be co-opted onto SACRE to 
represent the Bha’i faith. This was unanimously agreed by members present and 
confirmed for the period of two years.  
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Both the Teachers and Faiths groups invited Godfrey onto their groups as an 
observer 

 

The Teachers and Councillors Groups also proposed that the SACRE constitution 
be reviewed and amended. This was agreed by those present. 

 

Following discussion it was agreed that members should review the current 
constitution regarding procedures for both non attendance and any other area they 
considered needed revision. 

 

Action:  Members proposing changes should email to Ken (by return receipt) their 
suggested changes. Ken would then collate the responses and email them (by 
return receipt) to all members prior to the next meeting of the group in November.  
It was agreed that SACRE groups would discuss proposed changes to the 
constitution at their pre-meetings to enable a group response and a vote to be 
made at the following full SACRE meeting in November. 
  
 

6. RE Conference Feedback from May 21st 
Ken referred to the ‘Update on Events Locally and Nationally June 2012 
Document.’ which had been sent out prior to the meeting. 
 

The SACRE RE conference held on 21st May was very successful receiving many 
excellent evaluations. 54 delegates attended with the largest number of secondary 
schools/ academies represented for eight years. 
 

The following dates were provisionally set for future events: 
               SACRE RE Conference 4th June 2013 
     ‘Help! I’m the RE co-ordinator’   Primary training day 6th March 2013. 
 
 

7. St John’s Post 16 Day Feedback & Primary Day training,   
Examination Training Course for RE. 
 

There was a discussion as to whether the post 16 course for pupils previously run 
from St John’s College should run again. The recent event was supported but 
issues had arisen out of it. The points for decision making were outlined on page 3 
of the document previously circulated. 
The Secretary was asked for thoughts on the event which he thought ought to be 
supported as it was part of our effectiveness plan of improving performance at this 
level. 
Suzanne suggested that the LA may be able to support the development of the 
course with regard to content and input from higher education establishments. 
Information on any post 16 event or training day could publicised to schools, 
academies and other FE providers through the LA’s  Post 16 Network.  
 
SACRE supported the Secretary in pursuing negotiation on the future of this day 
event with St John’s and the University of Nottingham Theology Department and 
took note of the implications this development.   
 
Schools present at the day had asked about a workshop for students about 
examination techniques in RE which might travel round areas of the County 
 
Action:  Ken to have discussions with St John’s  College and University and with 
Suzanne to see how we may best proceed on these matters. 
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8.  National Developments in RE 

 

Ken drew members attention to this report pages  4- 7 
RE council undertaking a review of RE and the Quality Mark 
 

Action:  Secretary to find out more about the Quality Mark Pilot 
 

NASACRE  AGM  well attended event. One of our Faith Experiences was 
mentioned there and also we were mentioned for our Teacher Conferences. 
 

Collective Worship Documentation was being developed and members could 
take a copy of the document. Examples of worship planning would be welcome to 
go into the documentation as this was a work in progress.  
It was an area to which SACRE could look to in the future. 
          
 

9. Exchange of News 
 

Members shared information which included: 
• Preparations to mark Guru Nanak’s  birthday on November 10th 
• Involvement in the recent Jubilee celebrations had been very positive 
• Time travelling event for schools at Southwell Minster 
• Visits by various members of the Royal family who met members of SACRE 

 
 

10. Dates and times of next meetings 
 7th November 2012  at County Hall, West Bridgford 
13th March 2013 hosted by Salvation Army (details to follow) 
18th June 2013  The Kimberley School 
Groups to meet at 6.15pm 
Main SACRE meeting to convene at 7.00pm 
 

11.    Chair thanked members for their attendance. Meeting closed at 9.03pm 


