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Nottinghamshire County Council 
SACRE Meeting 

 

The Holocaust Centre 
 

  Tuesday 19 June 2018 
6.45pm 

Minutes 
  

Present Representing 

Andrew Whitehouse Salvation Army 

Ashley Mortimer Pagan Federation 

Bryony Hutchinson NCC 

Cllr Boyd Elliott Chair 

Cllr Phil Rostance Councillor 

Cllr Vaughn Hopewell councillor 

Craig Moxham Church of England 

Dr Anne Lumb Church of England 

Dr Sulaja Hindu 

Gemma Pettifor Assemblies of God 

Godfrey Nix Ba ha’i  

Gordon Thomas Quaker society 

Graham Jennings United Reformed Church 

James Wale Secondary teacher 

John Heard Methodist 

Kate Charlesworth Church of England 

Mark Melbourne Buddhist 

Mary Moran Secondary Teacher 

Michael Groves Roman Catholic 

Mike Arnold Baptist 

Rev Ken Johnson Secretary 

Richard Linford Primary teacher 

Tara Flannagan Holocaust Centre 

Val Jones NCC/minuter 

 
1. Welcome to the meeting from Cllr Elliott chair, thanking the Holocaust centre for the lovely 

food prepared for the members.  As there were some newcomers everyone introduced 
themselves 
 

2. Apologies received from; 
Mike Follen 
Fiona Hunter 
Irfan Malik 

Naomi Posner 
John Graham 

Russell Davies – Ashley is representing in his absence 
 

3. Presentation from The Holocaust centre, including a thank you for SACRE’s involvement with 
the centre.  Increasing numbers to the centre, 22 thousand primary secondary and college 
students visited the centre in 2017.  A new outreach programme started in London, if 
successful will roll out nationally.  The development of the virtual journey is ongoing, which 
pupils will be able to access via an app with links to propaganda/fake news to relate to current 
issues.  Inevitably the survivors of the holocaust will be fewer each year, 6 passed away last 
year, the recording of 10 survivors on a virtual interaction is work in progress 
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4. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed to be a true record apart from the omission of 

John Graham’s attendance which will be amended. 
 

5. Matters arising –  
 

a) Letter to Santokh and GCSE short course outcomes from Andy Fox 
The letter of thanks to Santokh was finalised, agreed and sent to Santokh.  Andy sent the short 
course GCSE results to Ken – showing that the number of students taking it was in decline reflecting 
the national picture.  Cllr Elliott asked how can we improve the figures or how do we promote RE?  
Ken believed the short course for RE will be phased out altogether, Gemma said there was still 
interest in the full GCSE course in RE.  Discussion over Ebac and the lack of RE subject.  James 
Wale said that his numbers had increased in the 2 years he has been at this school, partly due to a 
more receptive senior leadership.  Bryony said it’s the same with MFL (modern foreign languages) 
being squeezed out of the curriculum which in this multi-cultural society seems crazy and there is a 
shortage of teachers in all subjects except PE. Gemma said we need more support from senior 
leadership and the government.  With most of secondaries and half of primaries now academies the 
autonomy of leadership is now the norm and not the involvement from LAs.  Cllr Elliott asked if we 
can write a letter to explain the importance of RE in schools. Ken said we sent a letter to school 
governors, could try SLT in schools. Dr Lumb stressed the importance of speaking and  listening 
skills gained in RE lessons, Richard added British values and community cohesion also part of RE 
and that at the RE conference last week Lat said for schools to be outstanding British Values had to 
be included in school lessons.  Ken asked if we can elect some volunteers to start the letter and 
email members for input 
 
Action: Cllr Elliott volunteered to act with other members to put together thoughts for 
sending a letter to SLT in schools regarding RE subject - if you are interested please let Val 
know 
  

b) Any other matters- none recorded 
 

6. Risk Assessment Report.  Richard gave an update on the progress of the risk assessment, 
why it was agreed to be set up, where it is going and next steps on a ppt presentation.  NCC 
website accesses EVOLVE which is good for planning a visit but no risk assessment there to 
use.  Richard and Tara liaising with Norman Randall at the Nottingham Liberal Synagogue who 
has been very helpful.  Dr Lumb said the St Philips centre in Leicester has many interfaith 
visits and are very well organised.  Godfrey also mentioned how popular the interfaith visits are 
using Nottingham Interfaith although some want a lot for free!  Richard mentioned the need to 
include a disclaimer.  Next step to discuss with SACRE members and outdoor education 
centre to finalise.  Cllr Elliott thanked Richard and Tara for their work on this 

 
Action: Richard and Tara to discuss further with SACRE members and finalise 

 
7. SACRE funded day at Holocaust Centre – Andrew Whitehouse gave a very positive account 

of the day using ppt.  This initiated a discussion over the possibility of funding this twice a 
year?  Ken said NCC paid for the last 3 years, always oversubscribed, would depend on the 
funding and the Holocaust centre’s willingness to host, also Lat’s availability.  Cllrs Rostance, 
Hopewell and Elliott discussed the option of part funding with their allocation of money 
 
Action:  To check with Holocaust centre, Lat’s availability and how to finance next 
year’s one or possibly two events 
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8. NASACRE AGM report – Ken attended the NASACRE conference and reported on how well 
Nottinghamshire SACRE were doing, over 150 SACREs we are one of the few whose 
meetings all quorate and faiths well represented. Thoughts on talking more with other 
SACREs. To join again for next year the fee is £105.  Cllr Elliot asked if we had any questions 
for Ken, Richard asked what would be the benefits of working with other SACREs – a more 
coherent approach, working together on the next Agreed Syllabus.  Cllr Elliott thanked Ken for 
attending and the feedback 

  
9. National and Local Developments and RE Conference Report – Ken gave feedback on the 

RE conference with a ppt presentation although numbers were lower this year positive 
feedback received.  Richard attended and summed up with picking up new ideas, networking 
with other teacher, wanting to find out more. The new to RE event had to be cancelled due to 
low take up, as was the Understanding Christianity in the Secondary School.  The primary 
version was just viable to run. Godfrey asked if the RE network was 2018 not 2019 for 
October, a typo, should be 2018. 

 
10. Group sharing of news 

 Dr Lumb highlighted the living well together conference in July, 4 different religions 
represented, aimed at yr10 and yr12 students.  Ashley promoted the Pagan Pride Festival in 
Nottingham Arboretum on 5 August which is very popular, all welcome. Ken asked members to 
join Notts in Sacre Facebook, to use to share news and information. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday 20 November at TTS group Kirkby in Ashfield Nottingham.  Cllr Elliott 
closed the meeting at 8.30pm 


