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Nottinghamshire County Council 
SACRE Meeting 

 

   Wednesday 24 February 2016   
6.45pm 

 

Minutes 
  

Present Representing 

Ashley Mortimer Pagan Network 

Andy Fox NCC 

Andy Vickers NASUWT 

Anne Lumb Church of England 

Craig Moxham Church of England 

Cllr Liz Plant councillor 

Cllr Darren Langton councillor 

Cllr Muriel Weisz councillor 

Craig Moxham Church of England 

Gail Brockway Secondary teacher 

Godfrey Nix Ba ha’i 

Graham Jennings United Reformed Church 

Kate Charlesworth Primary teacher 

Krys Pietryka Roman Catholic 

Tania Goldsmith Church of England 

John Heard Methodist 

Ken Johnson Secretary, SACRE 

Mel Gotheridge Buddhist 

Michael Groves Roman Catholic 

Mike Follen NAHT 

Naomi Posner Jewish  

Richard Linford Primary teacher 

Russell Davies Pagan network 

Santokh Singh Nijran Sikh 

Val Jones NCC/minuter 

 
 

1. Welcome  
Councillor Liz Plant Chair of Committee welcomed members and opened the meeting by 
asking everyone to introduce themselves as we had some new faces. 
 

2. Presentation from Jana chairman of the Hindu Temple who were hosting the SACRE 
meeting.  Interesting talk from Jana explaining the temple had been converted from a church 6 
years ago and serves over 2000 families all over the country.  The temple is of South Indian/Sri 
Lankan origin, local schools come for faith experiences there, the children especially like the 
food!  The priest was born a priest and had to go to a school for 10 to 15 years for training.  
Tour of the temple was given. 
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3. Apologies and membership 
 Apologies received from; 
           Andrew Widdowson 
   Fiona Hunter 
   Bethan Inglis 
   Mike Arnold 

 Pippa Ling 
 Gemma Pettifor 
 Andrew Whitehouse

 
   
4. Minutes of the previous meeting 

Agreed to be a true record 
 

5. Action points from the minutes update 
5.1 SACRE on Facebook – should be quite straightforward to set up now, name suggestion of 
SACRE in Notts agreed 
5.2 University of Nottingham Aim Higher Day 2016 in March there will be 55 young people from 
4 schools on this, Ken will be there representing SACRE – link with the theology department in 
Nottingham University.  The schools attending are:- 
Bramcote College, Bilborough College, George Spencer and West Bridgford. 
There is also an independent student attending with their teacher. 
5.3 Letter for schools for parents concerning the New Agreed Syllabus has gone out – Ken 
explained the letter for those new to the meeting and that it has been well received by schools, 
some have put on their website. 
5.4 NASACRE advice – Ken read the question sent to NASACRE, the response from 
NASACRE was of interest especially with Devon SACRE, Ken would try to get some feedback 
on this.  
 
Action: Ken to check with Devon SACRE 

 
6. Matters arising not on the agenda 

Regarding the Holocaust event in May 2016 for years 5/6, 11 schools are currently booked in, 
Ken is trying to get media coverage of the event.  The aim is for the attendees to cascade back 
to their school including governors and staff. 
 

7. Governor services document B was drafted by Andy Fox – to raise awareness of governor 
responsibility, this could be sent from governor services in the governor newsletter or as an 
item in the director’s report.  The report was voted as the preferred option, Andy said it could 
go in the summer report. Reminder from John Heard about last meeting where collective 
worship and RE to be separate topics, could be put on different agendas, suggested the RE 
topic to be covered first, also Craig Moxham suggested stronger wording on the document.  
 

 Action: Andy to finalise document for summer report. 
   

8. Collective worship  
Ken talked to NASACRE about the document and the legal requirement for schools to have 
collective worship and that prayer shouldn’t be indoctrinating. This was a discussion starter, 
the start of a process.  Richard Linford said this was much needed as worship is not being 
attended to in many schools. There is some opposition in schools to collective worship and it is 
a challenge to incorporate in the school day, but it still should be carried out.  
Russell went to a local school to find out what was being done with collective worship.  KS1 
and KS2 combined collective worship and assembly; they had a thought for the day and 
observed the major religious holidays.  The timetable seemed well laid out, Ashley asked if we 
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knew how many other schools were like this?  Liz said hard to get all the information but 
believed the majority would be doing something similar.  Discussion around assembly not 
collective worship, figures showed 70% not complying with the law, the guidance needs to be 
fit for purpose and offer support.  Richard said Collective worship doesn’t have to be whole 
school, can be in groups, example of Minster school and their collective worship given by Andy 
Vickers. Cllr Weisz said that the ‘every child matters’ was very useful in a holistic way, does 
SACRE have recommended materials to deal with for example the twin towers collapse and 
similar national or international events?.   
It was thought that teachers do want to have acts of worship in schools but don’t know where 
to get resources from.  Ken said SACRE can give recommendations and perhaps explain as 
part of their obligation that here is a way this can be done. Andy said that there are termly 
headteacher briefings and can use this as an opportunity to get message across and get them 
on board?   
Comment on how to get over the teachers who don’t want to take collective worship.  Could be 
a training issue, not all are trained to do this so perhaps lack confidence, need headteacher 
support.   
Andy said it is difficult for us to monitor in schools, however Ofsted do monitor this.  Ken said a 
guide for collective worship would be useful and a way to get headteachers on board, offer a 
model policy to a school. We could ask if we can take some points from it (those which were 
circulated) Members could email to Ken or Val any useful points from the documentation 
provided as a starting point.    
The idea of having a small working group to draft a document ready for June meeting was 
suggested by the Chair. 
 
Action: John Heard, Kate Charlesworth, Richard Linford, Andy Vickers and Anne Lumb 
agreed to be on the working party.  Anne offered Southwell as a possible meeting place 
if needed. 
 

9. Developments locally/nationally 
Ken discussed document D:  
There was a summary of recent relevant reports concerning RE & Worship from NASACRE 
Pages 2 & 3 refer to Collective worship and link in to our previous discussion 
Page 5 gives the proposed timetable for discussion about RE form the Religious Education 
Council with a report due in 2018.  There are also comments on GCSE following a court case.    
Page 6 details the forth coming NASACRE conference on May 17 and possible SACRE advice 
about Ramadan.  Ken said Notts SACRE has never given advice on Ramadan or other 
religious festivals.  We could put together a calendar of religious festivals on the newsletters 
from the RSResource Centre which is sent to schools termly.  Increasing number of pupils 
wanting to know about the fast. Some families have different views on fasting.  Ashley said a 
parent who took their child out of school for a pilgrimage was taken to court, and they won the 
case.  Ken had tried to contact Nicky Morgan Education secretary to come to an event but not 
available. 
Mayflower Pilgrim Fathers festival for 2020 – Ken has been in contact with the Bassetlaw 
Christian Heritage group whose feasibility study suggests developing an education product 
with an education advisory group being established to steer education activity including 
SACRE members.  Such a development would link in with our Agreed Syllabus contributing to  
British Values and RE. 
RE Conference on June 15 if SACRE members wished to attend, free of charge, please 
contact Val.  Dates of courses for the next academic year have been sorted. 
 

10. Sharing of news 
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Anne Lumb discussed an RE course 2 March using the agreed syllabus in school. 
Gail Brockway said her school ambassadors for RE had made a DVD which had been sent to 
Anna Soubrey MP for Broxtowe asking questions about the allocation of time to RE and asking 
why RE is not part of EBAC. It was thought this might be worth seeing at the next SACRE 
meeting 
 
Ken said there had been a rise in students taking RE as subject for teaching, as reported in the 
Time on Monday, for the next academic year. Gail said might not be any RE posts if not part of 
EBAC. 
Godfrey shared news of the Ba ha’i faith, their new year is now 20 March. As vice -chair of 
Nottingham Inter Faith Council he reported of increasing contacts and requests from schools 
for visits and speakers, a Mansfield school was with them this week. This seems to have 
increased since Inter Faith facebook page was created. 
 

11. June meeting at the Holocaust centre  
 
Decision on dates for June meeting at the Holocaust centre, choices were 1 June, 29 June or 6 
July, preferred choice 29 June. 
 
Action: Ken to contact Holocaust centre to finalise date, 29 June 2016 - now confirmed 
 
Meeting closed at 8.50pm with refreshments from the Hindu temple being provided. 

 


